What’s been happening in school?
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Dear parents/carers,
Just two weeks to go before Christmas now. I have a plea to make
we’ve done so well - keep going! We all want the opportunity to be
‘isolation free’ on Christmas day.

-

If we can all follow the guidelines - WASH HANDS - COVER FACE MAKE SPACE - then we give ourselves the best chance.
As the UK government's chief medical adviser, Prof Chris
WhittyProfessor Whitty stated, “I think people just have to have
sense. The fact that you can do something - this is true across so
many other areas of life - doesn't mean you should."
If we did have an outbreak at the school, it would be down to Public
Health England to decide if we need to close any bubbles and
whether pupils and staff need to self isolate.
It is really great news to hear about the vaccine successes, but
until we have all received one, we cannot allow ourselves to be
complacent.
Don’t forget the importance of looking after yourselves. Reframing your viewpoint is a proven strategy to help your
mindstate, taking time to be thankful for what we do have, and focussing on the positives. Enjoy our lovely
surroundings, speak up if you need help (www.budleighsupport.co.uk) and get your mental health 5 a day www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/improve-mental-wellbeing/
There is a lovely Christmas activity down below for you all to do - getting you out of the house and festive!
Christmas Dinner
There will be a Christmas Dinner this year on Wednesday 16th December. You don’t need to order a special ticket
this time. It would be lovely to have as many children as possible eating with us on that day. Order in the normal way
on School Gateway, or contact the school office.
Children in Need Fundraising
Speaking of getting out and about, well done to Etie who did the Children in Need
ramble last weekend - a whopping 28.7m. We are really proud of how far she
walked and how much money she raised - over £600!
Draw with Rob
A well done to Henry M in Sycamore class (above right). Mrs Broad has been
encouraging the children in Reception to 'Draw with Rob' (author Rob Bidduluph)
each week and Henry made it onto Rob's wall of fame.
Join in by visiting: http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob

Around the school everything remains calm and ordered. The children are cracking on well with these last few weeks
of learning - before the fun of Christmas Cracker week!
Willow class has been writing to Father Christmas. As well as some interesting presents they would like, I was so
impressed with how much their handwriting has improved. Pictured below left are Edward and Hettie who got a
sticker from me for putting the most effort into their improvements. Nice work! And below right is another
masterpiece from Ash class. Florry and Olivia have been making a farm. Very creative! I’ve also had a lot of fun with
them singing some of my favourite songs which they have been performing on the playground.

Internet Safety
Lessons learned: once again we had some cases this week of children - accidentally - finding inappropriate and
disturbing content on the internet. Please check you have the right safeguards in place. Common Sense Media have
put together a little guide called 'Parents' Decision Guide to YouTube for Young Kids'. You can find the guide HERE.
In today’s newsletter:
- Small notices.
- Last day of term pick up information.
- Christmas Cracker reminder - final chance!
- Budleigh Salterton Library Update.
- Scam Information.

Small notices
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●

Please remember, for safety reasons - only one person is allowed at drop off or to pick up.
This year, we are refraining from sharing Christmas cards in school to reduce the spread of the virus. This
also includes Secret Santa. Please do not send cards or gifts into school - or anything else that is not essential
school kit.
You must keep your child off the bars before and after school. This is a contamination risk.
Teacher gifting. If you are thinking about showing your appreciation for your class teacher this year (and you
don’t have to!) some teachers are requesting you give to charity instead. Please see here https://www.stpetersfundraising.com/teachers
Check out the Teaching Assistants, Administrator and Meal Time Assistant job adverts here https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/about-us/vacancies/
Please make sure your child has the correct stationery in their pencil case. Some children have run out of
This might be a really good gift idea for Christmas. They need:
○ Pen, pencil, pencil crayons, eraser, pencil sharpener, glue stick.
Check out these waste free lunch ideas from our Eco Leader Ms Moore https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/St-Peters-Low-Waste-Lunch-Ideas-2020.p
df
There was a recent survey from the Town Council about the High Street. The results are here:
http://www.budleighsaltertontowncouncil.gov.uk/High_Street_Survey_34718.aspx

Last day of term pickups
We finish early on the last day of term (Friday 18th). We will need to maintain staggered collection times. They are as
follows (if you have more than one child, come at the earliest slot).
One adult only. One way system: Enter via Moor Lane gate - Exit via the Green Gates.
●
Wait on a blue dot in the playground.
■ 13:15 - Beech, Oak and Ash
■ 13:25 - Willow, Rowan and Chestnut
■ 13:35 - Cedar, Sycamore and Cherry

Follow the Star
Celebrate Christmas together by joining in with Follow the Star - a socially-distanced event for the whole community!
Follow our big art trail around the town telling the Christmas story (made by local community groups, organisations
and residents)
● Make your own stars and help us create a trail of stars in windows across the town (if you're stuck for ideas
there's lots on the website)
● Take pictures of your stars and selfies with the artwork and post it online with the hashtag #budleighstars
● Hear the Christmas story told by puppets or through readings from the Bible.
● Find out about church services happening across the town this Advent and Christmas.
Visit www.followthestar.org.uk or find us on Facebook to get more information and updates.

Christmas Cracker reminder - final chance!
A big big thank you to Catherine and the PTA for doing such a great job of filling
the fundraising void this Christmas. Thank you to everyone who has contributed
already - it makes a huge difference. I was really pleased with my tea towel!
We would love a donation of £5 per child for the week of activities (to help our
fundraising) but any donation at all would be so appreciated - there are several
options on the ticket page https://www.stpetersfundraising.com/

Budleigh Salterton Library Update
We are now open to the public again. Our hours at present are as follows:
● Mondays 10-12 and 2-4
● Tuesdays Closed
● Wednesdays 10-12
● Thursdays 10-12 and 2-4
● Fridays 10-12
● Saturday 10-12
Although our children's library is still not open for browsing, we are always happy to find books for you. If you would
rather not come into the library, let us know, and we will arrange for you to collect your books from the foyer. If you
can't leave the house and live locally we can deliver your books. There are lots of options! We're happy to help so do
get in touch. Finally - just a reminder, there is no charge for reservations until March.

And don’t forget to do your letters to Father Christmas - see the poster below.
Phone 01395 443245
Email budleigh.library@libraries unlimited.org.uk
www.devonlibraries.org.uk
or find us on Facebook!

Scam Information
●

https://www.met.police.uk/littlemedia - check out the latest scams to avoid.

Message Sent By Linzi Berryman (Police, DC Alert Officer, Devon & Cornwall)
We sent a previous message of various scams taking place where a cold caller, email, or automated call claims to be
from Amazon or Amazon Prime, we would like to make you aware of another variation of scam of a person cold
calling informing the resident that they have been signed up to Amazon Prime and when the resident says they don’t
know what it is or don’t have it they are offered a refund, a story line is then given of accidentally refunding too much
to the resident of a much larger amount and for the resident to send the money back - this is a scam.
Please be wary of this and any automated call of this type and other variations, which may include:
an automated call stating a number should be pressed for various reasons
or by someone in person asking for vouchers to be purchased in a shop and codes to be handed over
a request to download an app
emails with links attached (to phishing sites)
All of these are scams and instructions should not be followed, please hang up, don’t give out any personal
information or click on any links.
● Never give your bank details and never let someone have control of your computer remotely.
● If you want to check a call is genuine - hang up and contact the company via a reliable source. Please wait ten
minutes before making another call or clear the line by phoning a friend/family member.
● If you have any concerns please phone 101 or email 101@dc.police.uk
● If you have fallen victim to a scam, please report this to Action Fraud: https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
Please report any suspicious emails you receive to the National Cyber Security Centre: report@phishing.gov.uk
●
●
●
●
●

DROP OFF & PICK UP REMINDERS
Drop offs
●
One parent only. Any gate.
■ Nursery - 9am (at the Nursery gates)
■ 08:45 - Cedar, Sycamore and Cherry
■ 08:55 - Willow, Rowan and Chestnut
■ 09:05 - Beech, Ash and Oak
Pick ups
●
One way system: Enter via Moor Lane gate - Exit via the Green Gates.
●
Wait on a blue dot in the playground.
■ 15:00 - Nursery
■ 15:15 - Cedar, Sycamore and Cherry
■ 15:25 - Willow, Rowan and Chestnut
■ 15:35 - Beech, Oak and Ash

Letters to Father Christmas
It’s that time of year again!
We have put our special Christmas postbox in our foyer this year. Pop your letters in
at any time. If the lights are on and the door is closed, just knock!!

A few days later father Christmas will leave a reply for you on the library Christmas
tree.
If you would like to come when it is quiet, you can collect your reply on :
-Mondays between 4 - 6pm
-Thursdays between 4 - 5.30pm
The library is closed to the public during these times.
Otherwise, pop along when we are open, but please be prepared to queue to enter
the building.
Parents please note that you will be asked to participate in test and trace when you
enter the library to collect the letters. Adults will also be required to wear face coverings
unless exempt.
Last posting date :THURSDAY 17TH December!!

