
 

 

 Newsletter - 1st June 2020 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Week 11 of the lockdown begins, with some rules being relaxed by the government. I am pleased to say our wider 
opening will commence from Thursday 4th June, so if you have received a letter with a provisional date, this is now 
confirmed.  
 
The next phase of opening for preschool, reception and year 6 is planned for one week later (Thursday 11th June), 
and I will confirm that at the beginning of next week.  One week after that, we should be able to welcome back year 1s 
pupils that have a place.  
I will be sharing a video at the end of tomorrow to explain the changes to the children that are coming in.  
 
Unfortunately, due to staffing capacity, we are unable to offer universal school meals to Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils.  However, if your child is eligible to receive Free School Meals, and you would like a meal on return, 
please email me in advance. 
 
 
I can’t wait until we all return to normal - but it could be some time yet. Unless social distancing guidelines 
change, we don’t have any space for more children to return.  
 
 
Carry on with remote learning 
I am sure you all enjoyed a lovely half term - the weather was glorious! However, I can’t stress how important it is to 
get back into the home learning routine again now. There may be tears and tantrums (from children and adults!), but 
once you’ve gone through that, I am sure you will get back into the swing of it again.  
 
Remember those top tips for home learning: 

● Make sure there is a structure and routine. Children love knowing what is going to happen.  
○ Getting dressed in the morning  and sticking to a timetable really works.  

● If you have more than one child, stagger start times and resources.  
○ Reading, exercise and paper based work are good holding activities.  

● Give loads more praise than criticism.  
○ Children are way more compliant and enthusiastic with small but regular amounts of praise.  

● If they are really struggling, take it in turns to have a go.  
○ By doing a small bit for them, it helps them to get going. 

● Have regular breaks.  
○ As a rule of thumb, they won’t be able to work for longer than the reading expectation for their age i.e. 

5 mins for Reception, up to 35 mins for year 6.  
● Distinguish between them struggling to learn and them not putting in the right amount of effort.  

○ There should be a simple consequence for not making an effort. Make it small, but something they 
like e.g. loss of screen time. 

● Don’t just do home learning.  
○ Find something they enjoy doing and do it together.  

 
 
Book collection Wednesday - important 



 

We are sending all pupils' books home so you can use them up for the rest of the term. This will include their maths 
and literacy books. They will be available to collect on Wednesday after school, from 3:45pm - 5pm. They will be left 
on tables on the field for you to collect. Please maintain social distancing rules when entering the school site, via the 
big green gates.  
Please note - you will not be able to collect them at any other time, as visitors will not be allowed into school.  
 
 

 
Other news today: 

● Escot and London trip updates 
● Helpful video about how to use Youtube safely 
● Run against Covid 
● Stars this week 

See more below! 
 

 
Escot and London trips 
We are still hoping to do the Escot trip for the year 4s, but it will now have to happen in year 5. We will rebook for next 
Summer.  
A decision on the year 6 London trip will be made when we know more about the lifting of lockdown over the coming 
month.  
 
Getting the settings right on Youtube - video for parents 
https://player.vimeo.com/external/420332851.hd.mp4?s=81cbe7d8e55a6af3b187268e6dabbc20f223c159&profile_id=
175  
 

Run Against Covid 
Support his team running a marathon each day for a vaccine: 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/AMarathonAWeekForACoronavirusVaccine 

 

Stars this week 
● Well done to Korben for raising £147.17 for the school selling his plants - amazing effort! 
● Well done to Sophie S - for a lovely piece on Romans. 
● Megan Bishop is Ash star of the week. She has been completing some excellent science at home and always 

puts 100% effort into her learning at home.  
● In Sycamore, Ava has been trying really really hard with her reading and it's made a big difference. It's great to 

see her enjoying learning to read and having a giggle at some of the pictures. 
● Angus has written a wonderful sentence about a secret spot he found with a 

rope swing. He remembered his capital letter and full stop. Excellent.  
● Lucas Hill - for dedication to learning at home and making us proud of him 
● An amazing ‘walk in Rome’ by Harry Sawyer - very impressive! 
● Sean Maguire for completing his 40 miles walking challenge - that is a long 

way. 
● Freya McPhie for her amazing efforts in home learning. She has had a go at all 

of the challenges we have posted! Well done Freya!  
● Lenny, Ivor, Freya and Dougie for finding the teachers in our Where’s Wally 

quiz over half term!  

https://player.vimeo.com/external/420332851.hd.mp4?s=81cbe7d8e55a6af3b187268e6dabbc20f223c159&profile_id=175
https://player.vimeo.com/external/420332851.hd.mp4?s=81cbe7d8e55a6af3b187268e6dabbc20f223c159&profile_id=175
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/AMarathonAWeekForACoronavirusVaccine


 

● Mia Matthews for learning to ride her bike with no stabilisers! Amazing! 
● Isabelle, Leo, Ivor, Tilly, Lenny and Nieve for their stupendous bike riding and keeping for activities! Awesome 

perseverance! Cedar class are very proud of you!  
● Well done to Maisie and Charlie! They raised £585 from the family plank challenge which was completed on a 

sup with 10minutes to spare.  They have also challenged themselves to cycle up peak hill every other day for a 
month - they’ve now done 6 summits and we have pledged to put another £5 per summit to the cause and will 
total £660 altogether - amazing effort! 

 
 
Stay safe. Best wishes, 
Steve and the team 


