
 

 

 Newsletter - 18th May 2020 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
And so we are now into week 9 of lockdown! We’ve all been sent into a spin with the recent government 
announcements. It is particularly unfair of the press to keep asking schools to reopen, when of course we never 
closed. Getting more children back into school is something that we all want. Doing it safely is going to be much 
harder, especially with the very youngest. It took many weeks for us to perfect the system we have in place for the 
children we have in school right now. I now have a good idea how many places have been requested by parents, and 
the capacity that we have, based on the social distancing needs. We will draw up a plan this week, for approval by our 
governors. I should be able to broadcast these plans on Friday. Please do not make further plans for your children 
until you have seen our plan.  
 
In today’s news: 

● Free School Meals in half term. 
● Classes for next year. 
● Budleigh Support and Food Larder request. 
● Do you (or your children) know about Kooth? 
● Free School Meals Application reminder - do you qualify? 
● Join research on implications of school closures. 
● Stars this week 

See more below! 
 

 
Free School Meals in half term 
The government has announced they won’t be providing Free School Meal vouchers over half term. As you know, 
pupils don’t usually receive free school meals during the holidays. However, if you think you will struggle please get in 
contact and let me know - we will try and help. 
 

 
 
Class requests next year 
It’s that time of year when I need to think about the make-up of classes for September 2020 (assuming we can all 
come back!) 
As always, you can only request a couple of friends who you would like your child to be with. You can’t say which 
teacher you would like and which mix of class. I will do my best to make sure your child has some friends with them.  
Requests can be completed at this link - https://forms.gle/vavx1rb4WE6ZD7GV6  
The deadline is the end of May. 
 

 
 
Budleigh Support and Food Larder request 
A big thank you to everyone who has been contributing to the Food Larder. They have said it is making a big 

difference. A special mention for Spar, who have done a great job organising their point. The demand for the food 

larder last month was three times greater than any previous April. Don’t forget you can make donations at Spar, 
Co-op, Pines Farm - and now Tesco.  

https://forms.gle/vavx1rb4WE6ZD7GV6


 

 

Things have become quieter on the phones at the Hub, but they still supported 103 households last week with 

deliveries and other jobs, including 27 new households.  

Don’t forget that the financial help is still there - the feedback has been that is very quick to do and completely 

confidential. If you know someone who might benefit, please encourage them to call 01395 446 896. 

Things have become busier at the medical centre (not a COVID outbreak though!). Whilst the message has been that 

they are still there to help, there is still the challenge of keeping everyone safe. Please do not just arrive unannounced 

at the practice. Please call or visit the website first. They are trying to do as many things remotely as possible. 

https://www.budleighsaltertonmedicalcentre.co.uk/  

And lastly, the Twitter account now has 114 followers. You can follow us at @BudleighCovid19. 

 
 

 
Do you (or your children) know about Kooth? 
Particularly good for teenagers, Kooth is a safe, confidential and anonymous mental health and emotional well-being 
platform for children and young people, accessible through any connected device. Available free at the point of use, 
Kooth helps to reduce wait times for young people seeking help while removing the stigma associated with accessing 
help. 
 

 
 

Free School Meals Application reminder - do you qualify? 
If your financial circumstances have recently changed, we strongly recommend that you attempt to apply for Free 
School Meals.  Whilst all children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free 
school meals, all successful applicants will also be automatically eligible for the Pupil Premium funding.  

How to apply for Free School Meals  
Apply using the Devon County Council Citizen Portal (National Insurance number needed): 
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login   
 

 
 
Join research on implications of school closures 

Professor Anna Mountford-Zimdars, Co-Director of the University’s Centre for Social Mobility, is leading a research 
team comprising academic and professional service colleagues who are undertaking rapid response research which 
will inform policy makers about the implications of the current school closure in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
survey received University of Exeter ethical approval and is open to parents or guardians, students (aged 16 and 
older), Teachers, and Admissions and outreach professionals. 

Further information about the survey is available online. 
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/socialmobility/projects/rapidresponseproject/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekl
y%20Bulletin%206420&utm_content=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420+CID_543d560d7510d55e050661d04d3f3816&utm
_source=Createsend%20emails&utm_term=online  

https://www.budleighsaltertonmedicalcentre.co.uk/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals/new-starter-pupil-premium
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/socialmobility/projects/rapidresponseproject/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420&utm_content=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420+CID_543d560d7510d55e050661d04d3f3816&utm_source=Createsend%20emails&utm_term=online
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/socialmobility/projects/rapidresponseproject/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420&utm_content=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420+CID_543d560d7510d55e050661d04d3f3816&utm_source=Createsend%20emails&utm_term=online
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/socialmobility/projects/rapidresponseproject/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420&utm_content=Weekly%20Bulletin%206420+CID_543d560d7510d55e050661d04d3f3816&utm_source=Createsend%20emails&utm_term=online


 

The online survey takes about 10 minutes to complete, and we are donating £50 for every 200 completed surveys (up 
to a maximum of £1000) to the Charity ChildLine. You will also have the chance to be entered into a draw to win a £50 
Amazon voucher (or if preferred a £50 donation to the WHO Covid19 fund). 

 

 

Fundraising  

I am so pleased to see so many children demonstrating compassion and raising money for good causes during 
lockdown.  

Rudi, Lucas and Joel play for Brixington Blues, a club Mr Hitchcock once played  for, and the club has been raising 
money for Exmouth hospice care. The club did a road to Wembley joint run walk and cycle and all the boys and their 
families were encouraged to run walk or cycle any distance each day in order to get in miles terms to Wembley and 
back from Exmouth.  

Rudi, Joel and Lucas Hill have all worked really hard and made a big effort with running and cycling and also gaining a 
lot of sponsorship. 

Justgiving page link is here - https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/brixington-blues 

 

 

Stars this week 
● Jake. He has engaged with home learning each day and has taken part in extra activities to support his 

learning. He made pizza and used what he has learnt about quarters this week to cut it into four equal pieces. 
We love seeing the pictures of him putting lots of effort into his learning.  

● Emily C. She has been making sure that she completes her work and always asks questions if she is not sure 
about something. This shows how much she cares about making sure she is doing her best.  

● Etie has been making amazing progress over the lockdown period.  Her writing has come on dramatically and 
her work this week on the Romulus and Remus story was 
particularly well written and showed significant insight. Her 
teachers are very impressed by her attitude and the work she 
is doing.   

● Abigail for her outstanding art (right). 
● Annabel for writing four mythical animal reports rather than 

just the one required! Above and beyond! 
● Emmi H, for every piece of work submitted and to a good 

quality. 
● Edith, for the same reason! Her contributions on Classrooms 

have also been really creative and informative for the other 
children. 

● Korben - for writing an amazing comic strip. It featured Mr HItchcock (an evil version) and was very funny! 
● George M has been working extremely hard at home with his home learning. Miss Back hasn't had to remind 

him once. His work has always been of the same high standard as he would in class. Well done George - keep 
it up!  

 
Stay safe. Best wishes, 
Steve and the team 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/brixington-blues

