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Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we enter week six of lockdown, it has been lovely to see so many of you out and around the town, enjoying all the 
fantastic natural resources on our doorstep. If you haven’t yet, do venture up Bear Lane and keep going until you get 
to Woodbury Common. There are lots of routes for walking and biking, and the scenery is great. There are even rope 
swings! 
 
In this newsletter I have tried to spread some good news and cheer! I’ve got some ‘shout-outs’ to some pupils who 
have been doing great things at home. We also have a couple of more serious notes about domestic abuse and online 
safety.  So, we have: 

● Remote learning reminders 
● Online safety warning about sexual abusers 
● Domestic abuse advice - an increase during COVID-19 
● NHS support 
● Budleigh support group 
● Eating healthy information 
● Special shout-outs 

 
Remote learning - routine and structure 
Please don’t forget those top tips about remote learning.    



 

● Getting into and keeping a routine is paramount.  
● Don’t expect your child to be able to work for longer than the reading time requirement. i.e.  5 minutes for 

Reception up to 35 minutes in year 6.  
○ Build in breaks and fun things that they like to do.  

 
Remote learning - preschoolers (adapted from BBC Bitesize) 
One thing to remember is that pre-schoolers don’t need to do lots of what you might think of as schoolwork at home. 
Our Early Years team will always say that getting dressed and undressed and using the toilet independently are key 
skills which can be encouraged at home. The simple things can be really helpful, too: getting familiar with numbers, 
letters and sounds, singing nursery rhymes, reading stories, and just doing things with your children like baking, 
getting out in the garden if you have one and simply chatting with them. Parents often underestimate the value of 
talking with their children, and that’s something that preschool children who are at home might get a lot more of. 
 
Remote learning - support from teachers 
We are doing our best to read and respond to emails/messages during normal school hours.  However, please do not 
expect a reply outside of normal school hours - we will respond on the next working day. 
As a parent, who is also homeschooling their child, I understand how tricky it can be to balance work commitments 
with supporting learning.  The reality is that sometimes we cannot respond immediately.   
If you have an urgent matter that needs an immediate answer please phone the school on 01395 443167 to speak to 
Mr Hitchcock or Mr Lee.  We are assisting lots of families in different ways (learning support, resources including 
books and financial support).   
 
Online Safety 
Without trying to worry you too much, the National Crime Agency is warning 
about the threat of sexual predators taking advantage of the COVID-19 
lockdown, with a reported 600,000 said to be a threat. That is a huge number! 
Remember my recent advice: you wouldn’t let your child go to a new park on 
their own. Don’t let them explore online on their own. Please keep checking 
what they are doing and make sure they know to speak to you if they are at all 
worried.  
 
Domestic abuse 
During Covid-19 some people may be feeling unsafe because they are 
having to spend more time at home with a partner or family member 
who is harming them in some way. Domestic abuse comes in many 
forms and during Covid-19 some people will be feeling very isolated. 
 
Although Covid-19 has affected the way in which some services are 
running right now, help is still available. 
There is some really good info here https://www.victimcaredevonandcornwall.org.uk/Latest-campaigns/ or call 101. 
 
Don’t forget, you are allowed to leave the home during COVID-19 for ‘cooling down’. 
 
Fundraising 
There are lots of very good fundraising videos doing the rounds at the moment. I want to share this one, which is for 
the NHS and features Miss Pritchard’s sister and Dr Hallmark! 
The YouTube link is here:  https://youtu.be/O-69yvPZAqg 
The ITV coverage is here: 

https://www.victimcaredevonandcornwall.org.uk/Latest-campaigns/
https://youtu.be/O-69yvPZAqg


 

https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2020-04-22/exeter-choir-films-uplifting-cover-in-living-rooms-to-fundraise-f
or-ppe/?fbclid=IwAR1QINj6cjaPgEIoRxKhR8wRai5joCt96phGFYZNXZzt5TfZm_fNhrqPNTM  
 
Budleigh Support - 01395 44 68 96 
A massive thank you to St Peter’s Church, who have donated many hundreds of pounds of shopping vouchers to the 
school for families in need.  
If you need to access support, speak to us, visit www.budleighsupport.co.uk or call 01395 44 68 96 
 
Eat to stay healthy - a message from the school kitchen manager 
To help our school community, to boost our immune systems and 
increase our resistance  to illness,  I have put together an information 
page. I’ve included some of our favourite recipes but if there are any 
others you would like me to post please let me know!  
Over the coming weeks I shall post more ideas for healthy recipes on a budget and if you have any questions or 
requests for recipes please email me on lunchbunchcafe@stpeters-budleigh.devon.sch.uk. 
It would be great to share any recipes you have with our school community and maybe pictures of you and your 
families making them! 
Recipes and more click here - http://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/news/eat-to-stay-healty-during-covid-19/ 
Thanks, Juliette 

 
Good effort! Special shout outs to: 

● Logan J- making sure he helps around the house 
and playing really well with his family. Having lots 
of fun with home learning! 

● Leonardo S for trying hard with all of his work but 
combining with a new hobby of bird watching. He is 
watching chicks fledge and is learning so much.  

● Alex R - he has been putting excellent effort into his 
home learning, he makes sure he gets everything 
done independently and I am really proud of him 
for having such a great work ethic.  

● Beau B - for the 300 word story challenge. This is 
very hard to do. See ‘Basking Shark’ below. 

● Alfie and Riley because of the maths and their 
drama / story telling skills. Mum was very impressed 
when Riley explained that he knew 16+3 was 19 
because 6+4 is 10 so it must be one less. They also 
made a birthday video for Reuben H last week 
where they dressed up and entertained Reuben 
with a play. The other children loved watching it 
and it made Reuben's day. 

● Well done to Evie B. She has worked really hard to 
complete her home learning. She has also been 
particularly keen on the plants project this week 
and is busy looking after some vegetable plants at 
home. I really enjoyed seeing her plants which she has been carefully looking after. Well done Evie! 

● Leyla - for a week of really hard work on her writing. She has been increasing her stamina and working hard to 
improve her spelling with help from mum. Brilliant effort.  

https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2020-04-22/exeter-choir-films-uplifting-cover-in-living-rooms-to-fundraise-for-ppe/?fbclid=IwAR1QINj6cjaPgEIoRxKhR8wRai5joCt96phGFYZNXZzt5TfZm_fNhrqPNTM
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● Sky - not only has she handed in every piece of work that's been set, but she's also been helping out around 
the house, doing the washing up, making coffee for the grown-ups, and breakfast for the whole family. Doing 
an amazing job! 
 

 
Bonus material! The Entertainment Pleaser 
Invented by Isla Dixon, year 5, to get through COVID-19 
Are you ever stuck at home not knowing what to do? If so, then get an entertainment pleaser to keep yourself busy 
and brighten up your day! How does the machine work? 
 
To find the activity that you would like to do, you just have to type it into the computer at the front. Then the  hatch 
next to it will open up and give you what you want. The hatch opening also causes a huge cinema screen to pop out of 
one side and an enormous platform to come out of the other and a popcorn chute to start firing popcorn of any 
flavour. This is just a taste of what the Entertainment Pleaser can offer. 
 
If the activity you are doing goes wrong or stops working, you will need to either retype it or switch the computer on 
and off again. Maybe you feel like going for a swim, or even just sitting in a hot tub, you can simply just press the 
purple  button.  Over a duration of 2 to 3 minutes, the sides will give way to reveal an amazing fun packed swimming 
pool. 
 
Furthermore, if you press the neon green button then a restaurant will appear on the roof along with a few waiters 
and waitresses. The Entertainment Pleaser also includes a drinking fountain. Here, you may take a drink but whilst 
you're doing so think hard about what drink you like and you will find that it is what you are drinking. 
 
Get an Entertainment Pleaser to keep yourself happy. From when you get one, you will find that you're never bored 
again!  
 
Stay safe everyone. Steve and the team. 


