
FLAGS & THEIR 
MEANINGS

Flags of the World 

Every nation in the world has its own flag. 

These flags are unique, and tell the story 

of the land with their symbols. Knowing 

the different flags and their meanings 

helps us understand the cultures and 

values of different countries.



The ‘Union Jack’ - Great Britain 

England   Scotland    Wales    Ireland  

The United States of America 

The USA has 50 states in it, 
and so its flag has 50 stars.



India 

The three colours on this flag 
represent courage, peace and 
faith. The symbol is Buddhist.

Japan 

This flag represents the rising 
sun.



China 

This flag is about the people of 
China. The stars represent the 

different peoples.

Australia 

Because the British colonised 
Australia, they still have the Union 

Jack on their flag.



Italy 

The colours of this flag represent 
the green hills, white mountains, and 

blood spilled during its many wars 
and revolutions.

New Zealand 

Because the British colonised 
New Zealand, they still have the 

Union Jack on their flag.



Spain 

The colours of this flag come 
from the Spanish tradition of 
bullfighting, and the symbol is 

to do with Columbus discovering 
America.

France 

The colours of the French flag 
represent the nobles (blue), the 

church (white), and the people (red).



Greece 

The cross is to do with the 
church. The stripes represent 

‘freedom’.

Portugal 

The green symbolizes hope for the 
future; the red symbolizes the blood 

of the nation.  
The five blue small shields represent 

the five Moorish kings who were 
defeated by the first King of Portugal.



South Africa 

Black symbolises the people, 
green the fertility of the land, 

blue the sea, and gold the 
mineral wealth beneath the soil.

Saudi Arabia 

The Arabic writing is the Islamic 
statement of faith, "There is no God 

but Allah and Muhammad is his 
Prophet." Green is the traditional colour 

of Islam. The sword represents 
discipline.



Germany 

The colors of this flag date 
back to symbol of the Holy 

Roman Empire - a black eagle, 
with red beak and claws, on a 

gold field.

The ‘Nordic Cross’ - Scandinavia 

Norway   Sweden    Denmark    Finland  



Brazil 

The flag is green, symbolic 
of Brazil's lush fields and forests. The 

yellow diamond is symbolic 
of Brazil's wealth in gold. The blue globe 
displays a white equatorial band with the 
motto ORDEM E PROGRESSO (Order and 

Progress.)

Canada 

The colors are meant to symbolize 
hope and prosperity, as well as peace, 
tranquility and neutrality. The maple 
leaf design represents the cultural 

heritage of the nation and the natural 
resources of Canada.


