
Vocabulary

Monarch The head of a state - a king, queen, or emperor

Empire A (big) group of countries ruled over by one leader

Colonies Lands under the control of another country

Subjects The people under the control of the state

Trade The buying and selling of goods and services

Conquer  To take control of a state or its people 

Reign Length of time as a ruler/the action of ruling

Industrial The efficient making of goods in factories

Slate A rock pressed into a plate and used for writing

Bonnet A type of woman’s hat tied under the chin

Workhouse A place where children lived and worked

Orphan A child with no living parents

Mill A building with machines to make flour

Timeline

1805 

Battle of Trafalgar

1800 1900

1770 

Captain Cook 

discovers Australia

1859 

Charles Darwin 

publishes theory of 

evolution

1837 

Queen Victoria becomes monarch

Industrial Revolution and its impact

1815 

Napoleonic 

Wars end

1816 

Invention of 

camera

1876 

Invention of telephone

1804 

Invention of train

1775-1783 

American War of 

Independence

1858 

British Crown Rule 

established in India

Victorian Culture

• New inventions and ways 
of making goods meant 
that many people moved 
from the countryside to 
the cities. 

• Children worked in all 
sorts of jobs in Victorian 
times, including in 
factories and in the 
military. 

• While religion and 
morality were central to 
the Victorians, 
conflicting ideas from 
science (particularly 
evolution) also began to 
surface. 

• There was a huge divide 
between the rich and the 
poor in Victorian times, 
and for men and women. 

• There were important 
shifts in art, criminal 
law, technology, and 
education in this period.

What should I already know?

• Britain is a country made up of four nations: England, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Wales. 

• The world is divided into seven continents (Africa, Asia, North and South 
America, Europe, Antarctica, and Australasia) and five oceans (the Atlantic, 
Pacific, Indian, Southern, and Arctic) 

• Christopher Columbus travelled to America in 1492. A period of exploration 
and conquest followed, as Europeans started to seize new lands and goods.

Core Knowledge Objectives

• Assess the role of the navy in Britain becoming a world power. 
• Understand the conflicts between the British and the colonial natives. 
• Describe the implications of the Industrial Revolution for women, 

children and workers in Britain. 
• List some of the key imports desired by the British from their colonies 

(sugar, tobacco, silk, tea, cotton, rum, and spices). 
• Describe the key inventions that started to change the world leading into 

the 20th Century.

Diagrams: The Empire by 1900

Today, Britain has given back most of its colonies back to their own 
governments. Back at the height of the Empire’s power, however, the British 
monarch ruled over 23% of all people on Earth and held 24% of the world’s land 
mass. Using the navy, they controlled the oceans and overseas trading.

St Peter’s C of E Primary School: History and Geography

Topic: The British Empire, 1800-1900 Olive Class, Y5

Aim: This unit tells the story of how Britain built the largest empire the world has ever seen, and laid the foundations for how the world looks today. A century that involved change throughout 
the entire world, the Victorian era provides a fantastic opportunity to fold history, geography, technology and science together. Our writing aim is to describe this old - yet familiar - world.


