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Rationale 

Children have two main educators in their lives: their parents and their teachers. A child only spends 14% of their 
time in school.  
Parents are the prime educators until the child attends nursery or starts school and remain a major influence on 
their children’s learning through school and beyond. There is no clear line to show where the input of a child’s 
parents stops and the teacher’s input begins.  
The school and the parents all have crucial roles to play and the impact is greater if parents and schools work in 
partnership. 
 
Very high parental interest, and participation in such things as visiting museums, going to the theatre and visiting 
local sites of geographic and historical interest, has a positive effect on children’s exam results, earnings potential, 
educational attainments and civic engagement in later life. 
 
The role of home learning in a child’s life is therefore crucial.  

 
 

Reading 

Research shows that reading attainment is positively affected by parental support. 
 
At St Peter’s we have a goal to ensure children have a lifelong love of reading. It is therefore crucial that this love is 
fostered and supported by effective parental support. 
 
As a school we will do all we can to provide good quality home reading books, a reading log and support for 
parents (workshops etc). In exchange we ask that parents listen to their child read every night  (and in FSU to Year 
3  that they record that their child has been heard to read in their reading log, this could just be by initialling it or 
they could add a comment) and also read to them.  
 
Below are some guidelines to indicate how long a child should be reading for each night. These should be taken as 
a minimum, and should be uninterrupted and sustained : 
 
Reception - 5 minutes 
Year 1 - 10 minutes 
Year 2 - 15 minutes 
Year 3 - 20 minutes 
Year 4 - 25 minutes 
Year 5 - 30 minutes 
Year 6 - 35 minutes 
 
Remember, this is in addition to sharing or reading to your child as well. Bedtime stories for example! 

 



 

Spelling 

Spelling is an integral part of the National Curriculum. Success in spelling requires lots of practice, so we ask that 
parents support their child to learn and practise their weekly spellings. 

 
 

Key Mental Maths Facts 

Having quick mental recall is vital for children to become fluid and efficient in their maths. 
We ask that parents support their child in this area by practising: 

● number bonds (e.g. 4 + 6 = 10),  
● doubles to 20,  
● times tables up to 12, 
● recall of square numbers up to 20 x 20,  
● recall of prime numbers up to 100,  
● common measurement conversion facts (i.e. cm to metres, grams to kilograms, millilitres to litres),  
● multiplication and division of whole numbers and decimal numbers by 10, 100 and 1000. 

 
Teachers will provide parents with appropriate resources, ideas and support for this each term.  

 
 

Other home learning 

It will be at the discretion of the class teacher to choose which type of home learning activity to send home each 
week. As a rule of thumb, we would expect children to spend the same amount of time on their home learning 
tasks as their reading.  
 
The types of activities that teachers will set could involve: 

● Memory games; 
● Speaking and listening activities; 
● Logic games; 
● Spatial awareness games; 
● Flipped learning (short videos are viewed by children at home before the class session, while in-class time 

is devoted to exercises, projects or discussions); 
● Online activities; 
● Other open-ended objective-based tasks, drawn from the National Curriculum. Children (and parents) have 

ownership over how these tasks are completed. 

 
If parents would like to further support their child, any of the activities above would be appropriate.  
Parents are also encouraged to speak to their class teacher for additional ideas or support if needed. 
 


