Parent Forum

Minutes
Tuesday 27 January 2009 

7.00p.m.
Present: Sally Roberts, Carey Owen, Vicky Lewis, Ben Murrell, Susan Gebbie, Gill Moger-Taylor, Sue Naden, Katie Reid, Matthew Stace, Rachael Evans, Kate Wilson, Bel Woodthorpe, Killer, Claire Bird, Libby Townsend Green
1. Apologies for absence
Debbie Hewitt, Kate Harrison, Janet Lewis, Julie Fletcher
2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
Grass cutting – can request extra but cost implication.
Key stage 2 stats – consultation feedback from parents sent off.

Walking to school – EE to bring in travel stats from Healthy Active week 2008.

3. Ofsted feedback
Church inspection report happens within 10 days of Ofsted – to follow in newsletter this week.
4. Feedback to parents
Following serious bullying incident, school would inform parents.  School does not necessarily inform about small fallings out.
5. Outside P.E. and playtime clothes

Advice was taken from DCC about appropriate outdoor clothing.  Parents to ensure children have cold weather clothing.  Teachers to use discretion. 
6. KS2 changing

Children in Years 3 & 4 change together, children in years 5 & 6 change separately.

7. P.E. curriculum and after school clubs

A parent was concerned that club info was too late.  Club info went out on newsletter on Wednesday & children were told in assembly.  Hall was not in use for this sign-up so may not have been as efficient as usual.  Important for children to make the choice of which club they want to do.
8. Reception/Yr 1 Lunchtime

Reception packed lunches are eaten in reception class, some children are worried about moving into the Hall for lunch.  SR will ask Mrs England to come in to Reception at lunch time before the end of summer term to make it a less scary transition.
KR idea of lunchtime buddies.

School dinners & packed lunches are now allowed to sit together!

Issues with food options running out for children last in to lunch. SR to discuss with Kimberley.
9. Environmental area
SG update – various projects going on at the moment including Bicton Co-operative Project, Raised Beds, Eco status of the school, Environmental Garden, Compost, Wormery, Bird Feeding, Planters around School, Tidiness of Grounds.
SR & Eric Tracey agreed Eric will provide costings for fencing, fit gate & do general upkeep.  Gary has gate ready to go in.  SR to chase up Eric for timescale.  

SG requesting other parents / classes take on a planter, feeding the birds, other jobs etc.
Discussion about partially filling in the pond to improve safety & enable risk to be managed by school.  At the moment staff do not use the pond area.
SR & VL to visit Topsham school to look at ideas for transforming environmental garden area.

SR to do assembly about planters & put details in newsletter, run competition.    
SR to ask teachers if a class want to be responsible for filling & cleaning feeders on regular basis.  SPSA can fund.

10.  School kitchen for sports day

SR to ask Kimberley about potential for making orders for adult / child meals for sport days.
11. Earlier meetings
SR would like to do some Parents’ Forum meetings after the school day – agreed to try.

12. Voluntary Contributions for School Trips

Contributions are voluntary so the amount donated should not be questioned.  List of who has paid etc should be kept in register rather than in public view.

13. Train transport for visits
School are looking at better organisation around times for parents to be at train station & school ie not at the same time.  Also use of minibus & asking parents to share lifts.
