Parent Forum

Minutes
Tuesday 25 November 2008 

7.00p.m.
1. Apologies for absence
Susan Gebbie, Katrina Cunningham, Sue Naden, Kate Harrison, Ben Murrell, Claire White, Cathryn Perry-Hake
2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
Minutes of last meeting:

· Office - special tray for SPSA envelopes just arriving.  Siobhan always takes personal envelopes to classrooms with minutes in hard copy form.  SR will add the dates to the events library on the newsletters.  

· Timetables are posted in classrooms.

· Parent/ carer book handbook is updated and in the entrance hall.

· New Parents reminders have been devised for parents of children in nursery and reception.
3. Update on The Travel Plan
SR wants to achieve platinum review award.  Cycling, wizard way, sound detectives etc will all contribute.  Erica will provide SR with survey questionnaires collected from the children in the walk to school week.  
ACTION: Erica Griffiths

Walking the wizard way – Erica has new certificates and only on is needed per child.  The star chart remains the same.  When the requisite number of stars is obtained a different award is added to the same certificate.  Some parents wanted the scheme to continue around the year.  Janet and Erica will recommence the scheme when the clocks change in the spring.  Some children can dress as wizards to launch the scheme, or a bikers and walkers breakfast can be organized to promote walking.  There is an issue as to how quickly the star charts fill up.  Cycling counts as does scootering.
4. Feedback from Parent Questionnaire
Some parents stated they require better communication.  There were few responses to the questionnaire asking how to improve communication.  There is a suggestion box for ideas in the reception area.  Forums will also be announced in the newsletter diary.
5. First Aid Arrangements

Any graze / accidents are logged in the accident book, along with the treatment and what has been said and who by.  Head injuries that do not have a bump the parents are called.  Stickers are given to children who have bumped their head.   There are two trained first-aiders, and Mrs Wilkinson is paedeatric trained.  The school passed the health and safety inspection with flying colours.
6. Update on Environmental area - raised beds

Can Gary clear the perimeter of the field of litter so work can commence.
ACTION:
Sally Roberts
There is clarification required re the gates to the pond.  Costings are needed from Eric before work can continue to check work can be completed within the budget.  The main gate is satisfactory.  It has been agreed that there should be access to the compost bin and the swimming pool from the Venture Hall.  There will be a fence and lockable gate neither of which will constrict a view to check the area.  It will be climbable for children larger than toddlers.  Eric will not commence work until the fence and gate are constructed to limit his and the school’s liability.  Funds may be requested form the SPSA.  

School grounds will be worked on next year with school improvement groups.  This will work towards registering as an eco-school.  
Ben has not commented on the wormery.
7. Matters arising

Time out – there are misconceptions about what this is.  Reception have five minutes and Year 6 eleven minutes of sitting doing nothing in front of a teacher.  It is detailed in the behaviour management policy.  It works on a three strikes and you’re out policy so each child is warned before the time out.  The exception is where physical harm is involved.  Time outs are always at lunchtimes.  Where an incident occurs in the afternoon it carries to the next school day.  If a child is in time out three times in a fortnight, a letter is sent to the parent notifying them.
Packed lunch boxes / reception area.   Some parents are concerned about the lunch boxes at the front of the building.  They are not left overnight as policy.
Next meeting – there will be no structured agenda.  Parents should let SR know in advance of the items to be raised at the next meeting.

Absence forms – how does the school calculate absence percentages?  It is held on the computer and completed from September to September.  The system only counts to the end of July.  It is a government system.  The school report only counts to the end of May.
Field grass – when will this be cut?  It is too long.  Grounds maintenance come as they please without warning.  SR will call them to try and get them in.
ACTION: 
Sally Roberts
Dead plants – can they be removed from the planters to improve the area?  Has the outside tap (year 5 classroom) been fixed?

Key stage 3 SAT – these have been abolished.  Teachers would also like key stage 2 SATs to be abolished with teacher assessments replacing them.  The chair of Governors, SR and a parent representative need to write supporting this.  SR will issue questionnaires to obtain a view of the parents.
ACTION:
Sally Roberts

