Outstanding curriculum and high standards at St Peter's, Budleigh

From David Hutchings, Exeter 382594, January 07, 2009

CHILDREN flourish in the warm and supportive atmosphere of an East Devon primary school where they achieve high academic standards, according to education inspectors.

They say St Peter's Church School at Budleigh Salterton is a good and rapidly improving school that is set to get even better in the future.

"Pupils benefit from an excellent curriculum which provides relevant and interesting activities. Their behaviour and enjoyment of learning are outstanding," say the inspectors from the school standards agency Ofsted.

"The headteacher and her staff have created a warm and supportive community where pupils flourish and are taught well, enjoying their learning greatly within an outstanding curriculum."

They get off to a flying start in the outstanding Foundation Stage and, by the time they leave at the end of Year 6, pupils achieve above average standards in English, maths and science.

"The school is rigorous in its attention to pupils' welfare and pupils are well cared for," say the inspectors.

"The range of extra-curricular activities is excellent and much appreciated by the pupils."

Parents too are delighted with the school, say the inspectors.

One praised the energy devoted to organising academic, cultural, social and extra-curricular activites.

Another said the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) provided "an excellent introduction to school."

The inspectors agreed with this judgement and said the EYFS was outstanding. They found that the outstanding leadership and teaching had established an excellent climate for learning in which children thrived, felt secure and made excellent progress.

St Peter's was visited last month by a senior Ofsted inspector and one other inspector. They produced a less extensive, 'reduced tariff' report because of the school's previous high achievement. 

Senior inspector Grahame Sherfield says: "The headteacher has had a significant impact on the school since taking up her post in 2007.

"She has a very clear vision for the future and has implemented carefully designed plans to ensure the school's future development.

"The governing body is well organised and well informed (and) the school's capacity to improve further is good."

To achieve this improvement the school should allow pupils to take more responsibility for their learning and raise all teaching to the level of the best, he says

Today headteacher Sally Roberts said: ""This excellent report is down to the hard work of the children and staff at St Peter's. 

"Governors and parents are extremely supportive and the school's previous leadership team had achieved high expectations upon which to build. My thanks goes to all of them."

