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Introduction

This document is a statement regarding admission arrangements at St Peter’s School.  It was developed through a process of consultation with the headteacher.  It was recommended for approval by the Governors’ admission committee and ratified by the full Governing Body on the dates above.  The Governing Body of St Peter’s is the admission authority.

This policy will be reviewed as listed above.  A schedule for the review of this, and all other policy documents is set out in the School Policy Folder.

From September 2009 there are 35 places available each school year for children who will reach statutory school age during that academic year as per the agreement with the Local Authority.

The Admissions Timetable

The Local Authority (LA) operates a timetabled co-ordinated admissions procedure for all Primary Schools in line with government legislation.

The LA will manage the process on behalf of the school according to the scheme published each year.  The Governing Body, as the admission authority will allocate the available places in line with this policy.

Children with a statement of SEN where St Peters is named on the statement will have presidence for a school place.

Admission applications can be made by post or on-line.  Closing dates for admission application forms to be received by the LA vary slightly each year but will be mid January that year.  Decisions will be notified by the end of March.  Information on completing the application form, and notification dates of admission decisions, are published in the LA Admissions Booklet each year and on their website www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline.

The criteria for oversubscription are as follows:

1. Children in Care.
2. Children of parents who are regular worshippers of St Peter’s Parish Church, Budleigh Salterton and attend for worship on a regular basis i.e. once a month. They will be required to fill out a supplementary form for C of E VA Primary Schools, which should be sent to the Chair of Governors via the school when asked.
3. Children who have brothers and/or sisters who attend our school at the same time as their admission.

4. Children of parents who live within the designated area.

5. Children residing in the area served by our school who have a serious, social, medical or physical condition which makes it essential that they attend St Peter’s.  Written evidence will be required from a senior clinical medical officer and the child’s general practitioner or specialist showing that it would be detrimental to the child’s health not to admit him/her to the school.  Details of this should accompany the initial application.

6. Other children. 
Tie Breaker
In the event of excessive applications or applicants having equal merit, distance from the school will be the deciding factor. Priority will be given to those living nearest the school as measured by using the Geographical Information System available via the DCC website.  This will be the measurement from the entrance of the school to the front door of their residence.  
Glossary

· Children in Care: these are children who are in public care.

· Designated area: Our designated area covers children living in the Parish of Budleigh Salterton, including South Farm, Kersbrook, Knowle and Dalditch Lane up to the railway bridge.

· When the term “Parent” is used we also include the designation “Carer”.

· Local Authority
The normal year of admission to St Peter’s School is Reception (YR).  There are two points of entry for children who will reach statutory age during the academic year:-

· Children who have their fifth birthday between 1st September and the last day of February are usually admitted at the beginning of the autumn term.

· Children whose birthday falls between 1st March and 31st August are admitted at the beginning of the spring term.

Deferred Admission

Deferred admission allows parents to defer taking up a place that has been offered, without losing that place.  The place cannot be offered to another child.  The place does, however, need to be taken up within the academic year in question i.e., once the child has reached statutory school age.

This means that children born between 1st September and 31st December who would normally be admitted in September can defer their admission to the following January and children born between 1st January and 31st March who would normally be admitted in January can defer their admission to April, even though this is not a normal point of entry.  However, deferred admission does not extend to those children born between 1st April and 31st August where there is no automatic right to defer. 

Nursery Unit Admission

Our Nursery Unit offers education to three and four-year old children.  The 26–place unit has the capacity for 52 children to receive their government-funded nursery education of five sessions each week.

The criteria for admission to the Nursery Unit will be the same as statutory-age children into school.  However, in addition, children within the vicinity of the nursery who are identified by Devon County Council Social Services and/or Health Authority Officers as having exceptional medical or social reasons will receive priority for places.

How to apply

Parents wishing to apply for a place for their child at St Peter’s should complete the Common Application Form (CAF) in the “First Step“ booklet which will be sent out by the Local Authority, Devon County Council, and return it in accordance with their guidance; or apply online via the Devon County Council school applications website; www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline.

Appeals

Parents who are not offered a place for their child have the right to appeal against the decision to an Independent Appeals Panel.
Please contact the Clerk to the Independent Appeals Panel, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QD (Telephone 01392 382486)
