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Introduction

Religious education provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and about who we are. This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of religious education at St. Peter’s School.  It was developed through a process of consultation with teaching staff.  It was recommended for approval by the Governors’ Curriculum Committee and ratified by the full Governing Body. 
                                    .

Rationale

St Peter's is a Voluntary Aided Church of England School and is the only School in the town of Budleigh Salterton.  RE offers children opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.  The school considers the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures.
Parents can exercise their right of withdrawal from Religious Education or Collective Worship.  There are a small number of children in our School who belong to other faiths and we would seek opportunities as they arise to foster mutual respect and understanding. 
In accordance with the Trust Deed, which established the School, the Governors are free to adopt their own RE syllabus but act under the guidance of the Bishop of Exeter expressed through the Diocesan Board of Education.  The Diocesan Adviser, along with 4 other teachers (one of which was the St Peter’s RE coordinator) have re-written the Devon schemes of work, which the school have adopted as of September 2008.
Whilst we accept that, by the end of Key Stage 2, our children should have some knowledge of other religions, St Peter's School lays a foundation of Christian teaching, not only about Christianity, but what it means to be a Christian.  The Devon schemes of work have been written to include 75% Christianity.  With the whole experience of learning being set within a Christian environment, Religious Education in a Church School aims to help children achieve a personal awareness of God in their everyday lives.

At St Peters RE has two central attainment targets.


AT1
Learning about Religion


AT2
Learning from Religion

In Learning about Religion children learn about different beliefs and teachings, practices and ways of life and how religions express themselves in different ways.

In Learning from Religion children reflect on and consider important questions of identity and belonging (e.g. who and what matters to me?) questions of meaning (e.g. what do people believe about how life began?) and values and commitments (e.g. who and what do I value?)

Key Skills in RE
RE is more than just developing children’s knowledge and understanding.  It seeks to develop children’s skills in investigation/enquiry, communication, interpretation, analysis and evaluation.  These are important skills for children to develop.

These include: 

· Investigation/enquiry (finding out what people believe, how their beliefs affect the way they live and the different ways people express their beliefs). 

· Communication (sharing their ideas and those within religions and beliefs in a lively, informed way including different styles of writing, oral contributions and the use of ICT). 

· Interpretation (recognising and talking about religious symbols, stories and sacred texts).
· Analysis and evaluation (developing their own views and ideas, recognising the views of others). 

Key Attitudes in RE

As with skills, RE has a number of key attitudes it seeks to promote.  These include self-esteem (so that every child feels valued and significant), respect (including being sensitive to the beliefs, feelings and values of others), open-mindedness (being willing to learn and gain new understanding) and appreciation and wonder (developing children’ imagination and curiosity).
Effective Religious Education
· Appreciates that as individuals spiritual/religious growth and development goes on throughout life and is nurtured in many different ways.

· Is presented accurately in terms of knowledge and sensitivity, in terms of beliefs and values.

· Enhances understanding of religion as ‘living faith’ by, whenever possible, meeting with members in both their own environment and within School.

· Encourages respect for the beliefs of others.

· Provides opportunities to think about moral and ethical issues and to make and evaluate choices related to them.

· Is accessible to all pupils through creating appropriate learning experiences, using a variety of teaching and learning styles.

· Ensures continuity and progression of learning for pupils within and across Key Stages.

· Has assessment as an integral part of the planning and process of RE.

· Explores links between RE and National Curriculum subjects and aims to fit in with cross-curricular teaching.
· Has processes established for monitoring and evaluating RE provision. 

· Allow for moments of reflection, awe and wonder.
Objectives

These objectives will be developed at Key Stage 1 and 2

The teaching of Religious Education will reflect the foundation of this Church of England Primary School, whilst taking into account appropriate information about teaching and practices of the principal religions represented in Britain.  The six principal religions are Christianity, which will be covered in depth, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism (which will cover the 25% non-Christian)
Approaches to teaching and learning in RE

RE is an exciting curriculum subject so we employ a variety of teaching methods.  These include:-

· Visiting local places of worship and receiving visitors from faith 
communities

· Using art, music, dance and drama
· Children experiencing times of quiet reflection to develop their own 
thoughts and ideas

· Using story, pictures and photographs
· Using artefacts to help children develop their understanding of religious 

beliefs and forms of expression

· Discussing religious and philosophical questions giving reasons for their 
own beliefs and those of others

· Developing the use of ICT (particularly DVDs and the internet) in helping 
children’s awareness of religions and beliefs.

Skills and Attitudes

In order to enable pupils to investigate their own and other people’s beliefs, the following skills and attitudes should be developed.  Schemes of Work will be planned so that pupils:
a) have the opportunity, in a variety of contexts, to develop their oral skills;

b) have the opportunity to develop their reading and writing skills, together with the acquisition of appropriate religious language and vocabulary;

c) have the opportunity to develop their investigative and reasoning skills which could include interpreting, analysing, exploring and evaluating, together with the use of information technology;

d) are encouraged to consider and acknowledge the basis of their own beliefs, values and assumptions, and to develop respect and tolerance for the beliefs and cultures of others

e) are encouraged to consider the impact of religious beliefs and value systems on lives of different children, women and men;

f) are encouraged to reflect on their feelings, perceptions and impressions, in the classroom and elsewhere, through silence and stillness, through discussion, and through recording personal reflections in a variety of creative ways;

g) are able to experience situations which will encourage empathy, confidence and self-esteem, and develop imagination and curiosity;

h) are encouraged to develop a willingness to talk about their beliefs and share with others their observations and experiences.

Organisation

a) The Diocesan Board of Education recommends that Religious Education is taught for a minimum of 5% of curriculum time as a core subject, which is :
Key Stage 1:  36 hours per year

Key Stage 2:  45 hours per year

The time allocated for RE will be separate from time given to Collective Worship.

b) The Key Stage plans allow for appropriate breadth, depth, continuity and progression in the study of RE.  Both a systematic and thematic approach to RE is included in the planning of units.  The length of time of each unit will vary, depending on the content, and learning strategies involved.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

The Schemes of Work have been written to include a wide range of strategies and the approach is creative, lively and experiential where possible.

Schemes of Work and lesson plans for the subject will meet the criteria which have been agreed by the School and teachers will endeavour to ensure that effective teaching and learning of RE is based on:

1. a focus on both learning about and learning from religions, so that pupils not only gain knowledge, but are given opportunities to reflect and respond;

2. a study of both the historical and current aspects of all six principal world religions;

3. the consistent use of a variety of interesting, engaging and challenging approaches to learning, including the use of drama, art, poetry, design and technology, written and oral questioning, class and group discussion, different styles of writing and communication;

4. the constructive use of a range of resources including artefacts, books, audio-visual materials and ICT

5. the regular use of first-hand experiences, including visits to places of worship and visitors to the school’

6. and emphasis on using child-centred key questions which will be based on pupils’ experiences, building a bridge to the spiritual content.

Equality of opportunity and meeting individual needs

Equality and justice for all people form a central concern for all Religious Education.

Based on Christ’s teaching, all the Religious Education in this School will ensure an understanding of the following principles that:
· People have different lifestyles, beliefs and values but share a common humanity and are independent.

· All people have a right to their own beliefs.

· Respect should be shown to those of faith and those of no faith.

· The diversity of the roles of both women and men in religion should be explored.

· No one should be discriminated against because of a code of dress, diet or religious observances.

· A global perspective is necessary as the experiences of a faith community in Britain may be different from those of the same faith elsewhere.

· Faith and cultures are not one and the same and should be explored as separate concepts.

· That within any faith community there are different traditions, customs and practices.
· Stereotypes should be challenged and material explored for bias.

· The language used is not sexist or racist.

· Good practice in Religious Education will challenge discrimination and prejudice.

Assessment, recording and reporting

The assessment, recording and reporting of pupils’ progress in RE will be conducted in a way which is consistent with the school’s policy, it will recognise that whilst knowledge can be assessed, there will be aspects of pupils’ work, which it would not be appropriate to assess.  For example, it would not be appropriate to assess matters that pupils may wish to keep to themselves.  This means that pupils should never be pressurised into disclosing personal feelings or perceptions and no assessment or judgement should be made of their willingness or unwillingness to do so.

Assessment, recording and reporting of RE will:-

a) help pupils to recognise the degree of progress which they have made in RE,

b) enable pupils to identify ways of improving their work,

c) provide information which is useful to the intended audience in language which can easily be understood (e.g. by pupils, parents, other teacher, other schools etc),

d) ensure that pupils are actively involved in the process of reviewing their own work,

e) be manageable in the time available, make reasonable and realistic demands on teachers and minimise the amount of unnecessary duplication,

f) be conducted in the kind of positive, supportive and constructive climate which recognises the needs and anxieties of pupils,

g) be based on the range of types of assessment tasks which help pupils to continue to develop their understanding of the key elements of the RE programmes of study,

h) be based on shared understanding of the criteria which are being applied and the significance of any marks, grades or symbols which are awarded,

i) facilitate the provision of summative information which meets any statutory requirements and the needs of transfer institutions.
Monitoring

Monitoring will take place as part of the school’s monitoring cycle.

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in line with the schools’ policy review schedule. A schedule for the review of this, and all other policy documents is set out in the School Improvement Plan. The subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the quality of its implementation and its impact on standards.  In the light of this, policy amendments may be made.

Signed………………………………………

Date……………………

Chair of Governors
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