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This policy should be implemented within the context of the vision, aims and values of our Church School.
Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of ICT at St. Peter’s School.  It was developed through a process of consultation with teaching staff.  It was recommended for approval by the Governors’ Curriculum Committee and ratified by the full Governing Body.

The importance of Information and Communications Technology in the curriculum
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) enables pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology. Pupils use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly, creatively and with discrimination. They learn how to employ ICT to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Increased capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and independent learning, with pupils being able to make informed judgements about when and where to use ICT to best effect, and to consider its implications for home and work, both now and in the future.

Definition

ICT is a powerful tool for motivating children to learn and achieve. Central to our teaching is an understanding and belief that skills taught in this area of the curriculum will, like Literacy and Numeracy, be necessary for our children to interact and communicate within the society in which they will live and work.

The true power of ICT becomes real when it is used in the development of children’s learning across the curriculum.  Although ICT is a subject with its own place in the curriculum we believe its true potential can be seen when it is integrated within the Primary curriculum, allowing children to acquire the skills, knowledge and understanding of a particular curriculum area, whilst developing the skills and understanding of ICT.

In this, the age of global communication, ICT has an important role to play in enhancing children’s religious, social and cultural understanding of the world.

We interpret the term ICT to include the use of any equipment which allows the user to communicate or manipulate information electronically.

We aim to:

· teach children to apply skills learnt in ICT to other areas of the curriculum and to their everyday lives,
· promote children’s acquisition of basic Literacy and Numeracy skills through careful and planned use of ICT,
· provide access to quality teaching and learning so that children can achieve at the highest possible level,
· develop opportunities for independent and collaborative learning,
· ensure that where ever possible ICT will be used to support the learning of children with Special Educational Needs,
· assist children to become autonomous users of ICT,
· stimulate children’s interest and curiosity in new technologies,
· develop an environment  in which all children can experience success and where their achievements are valued,
· provide opportunities for life long learning.
Expectations

· By the end of the Foundation Stage most children are expected to achieve a ‘grey footstep’ as defined in the QCA document ‘Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage’.

· By the end of Key Stage 1, the performance of the great majority of the pupils should be within the range of levels 1 to 3. Most pupils are expected to achieve level 2.

· By the end of Year 4, the performance of the great majority of pupils should be in the range of levels 2 to 4. Most pupils are expected to achieve level 3.

· By the end of Key Stage 2, the performance of the great majority of the pupils should be within the range of levels 3 to 5. Most pupils are expected to achieve level 4.

Entitlement and curriculum provision

Each class is allocated time for the discrete teaching of ICT following the school’s scheme of work, additional time is also allocated to use ICT across the curriculum by signing up for a time slot on the dated weekly timetables in the staffroom. This take-up is monitored by the ICT Coordinator. All pupils develop their knowledge, understanding and skills appropriately across the different elements of ICT. The school uses the National Curriculum documents to identify relevant links with other subjects, and at least one hour per week is available for pupils to use ICT in support of teaching and learning in other subjects. Each class from Reception up to Year 6 is equipped with an interactive whiteboard. Nursery class use the Reception whiteboard by negotiating time in the timetable. We are working towards classroom computers and have an area of three computers set-up in KS1.

Principles of Teaching and Learning

All children are entitled to the highest quality of teaching, where they are challenged to reach their potential.

Teachers are expected to employ a range of strategies and to use their professional judgement to decide on the most appropriate.

These will include :

· using the computer (or other piece of ICT equipment) to demonstrate to a group of pupils or to the whole class,

· providing high quality expositions, where the teacher leads a group of children or class through a task step by step,

· working with, or supporting individuals or pairs through a task,

· leading a group or class discussion about the benefits and limitations of ICT,

· questioning children  to elicit their understanding of a process, skill, program, etc, or to develop an insight into their misconceptions,
· setting tasks which require children to work either independently or collaboratively.

Good practice will be seen when:

· objectives for the lesson are being shared with the children so that they know the purpose of the task and what it aims to do,

· teachers make links with previous tasks and units, so that children feel that their work has  purpose and direction,

· lessons are carefully planned to ensure that children’s prior experiences of ICT,   either in the home or at school, are built upon,

· every pupil is challenged, enabling them to achieve and reach their potential,

· activities using ICT are planned in order to allow different levels of achievement by pupils or to incorporate possibilities for extension work,

· children are supported through a problem so that they might find an answer rather than having the solution given to them.

Use of Classroom Assistants and other adults

The school recognises the valuable contribution that Teaching Assistants and other adults can make to children’s learning in this area of the curriculum. We endeavour to ensure that all adults are fully aware of the school’s policies and practices underpinning work in this area of the curriculum.

Provision has been made through the ICT Development Plan and Staff Development Plan for the appropriate training to be given to Teaching Assistants, through our induction policy.

Inclusion

Teachers provide differentiated resources for each task, with extension activities for the higher attainers. Additional classroom support is provided to ensure that all pupils have appropriate access to the ICT curriculum.

For pupils with IEPs that identify the use of ICT to support their learning, teachers include this in their planning. In these cases, the ICT subject leader and SEN co-ordinator monitor the use of ICT. Where teachers are unable to match ICT provision with the requirements of IEPs specialist advice is sought. We now have a computer area consisting of 3 new computers where children can go to work on differentiated tasks.

The contribution of ICT to other subjects in the curriculum

Literacy

ICT is used for drafting and revising texts, for word recognition and help match written texts to the needs of a particular audience etc. Children have access to ICT based texts, and multimedia resources, in the form of CD ROMs and internet based texts. The use of ICT in Literacy is part of the entitlement of all pupils as they seek to become literate and effective users of language. The interactive whiteboard is used to model handwriting in handwriting lessons.

Numeracy

ICT is used to support the collection and analysis of data, and the investigation of number, angles, shape and space to provide a flexible approach to numeracy. This is provided through the use provision of CD ROMs and the use of interactive teaching programs provided by the DES and the ICT in School programmes provided within the ‘turquoise lunchbox’ and through the internet.

ICT

The use of the school’s scheme of work to develop pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT equips them to become autonomous users in supporting learning in curriculum areas such as literacy and numeracy.

Other subjects

ICT is used to support the collection and analysis of data, and for research purposes, either through Internet access, through use of CD-ROM encyclopaedias, digital cameras, video recorders, Dictaphones and digi-blues.

Leadership and management

Staff development and training opportunities

The ICT skills’ needs of staff are where appropriate, through professional development activities such as performance management. The school addresses these needs through INSET, senior management, observations, courses.

Leadership and management roles

The ICT coordinator and headteacher are responsible for the implementation of the ICT policy. The deputy head is the member of the SLT with responsibility for ICT.

One governor has specific responsibility for ICT development in the school. This governor, the headteacher, senior leadership team and ICT subject leader are responsible for monitoring, reviewing and advising the governing body about the effectiveness of the policy and development plan for ICT.

How the subject is monitored and evaluated

The governor with responsibility for ICT, the headteacher and the ICT subject leader monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the ICT policy as a basis for pupils’ learning. The impact of the tasks within the school’s scheme of work on pupils’ ICT capability, and their ability to use ICT to support learning in other subjects, are measured against the success criteria within each unit of work.

Where the impact is less than expected, the contributory factors are identified and addressed. Teaching staff are asked to use their assessment data to evaluate the effectiveness of the scheme of work.  Steps will be taken to address any issues that arise from the monitoring.

The ICT coordinator, headteacher, senior leadership team staff and staff will complete the BECTA ICT review in order to assess themselves in all areas of ICT as the school moves towards accreditation.

‘Out of hours’ and community use

From time to time the wider community has access to the schools computer suite through an ‘out of hours’ community use programme administered by Exmouth Community College.

Assessment of ICT

Assessment is integral to the teaching and learning process. Assessment in this area of the curriculum will be carried out according to the school’s current Assessment, Recording and Reporting policy.  Marking of children’s individual work will be carried out according to the current school Marking Policy.

Work is assessed using the criteria identified on the cover sheet of each unit of work. Teachers use the integrated task, discussions with children and contributions to lessons to assess pupil’s achievement and progress. Teachers record achievement against these criteria and indicate whether pupils have attained at, above or below the expected standard. 

The school’s portfolio of children’s work in ICT is continually updated so that teachers can match their assessment of a child’s work to the exemplar material contained within the portfolio.

A record of children’s work in ICT is kept in children’s individual ICT folders or on the server.

This policy will be reviewed in line with the school’s policy review programme. The subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the quality of its implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy amendments may be made.

Teachers should also refer to the:
Special Educational Needs Policy

Multicultural / Equal Opportunities Policy

Health and Safety Policy

Assessment/ Recording and Reporting Policy.

Internet Policy and Guidelines

Marking Policy

Teachers ICT file

Review

This policy will be reviewed in line with the schools’ policy review schedule. A schedule for the review of this, and all other policy documents is set out in the School Improvement Plan. The subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the quality of its implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy amendments may be made.

Signed………………………………………

Date……………………

Chair of Governors
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