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This policy should be implemented within the context of the vision, aims and values of our Church School.
Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of home learning at St. Peter’s School.  It was developed through a process of consultation with teaching staff, parents, children and governors.  It was recommended for approval by the Governors’ Curriculum Committee and ratified by the full Governing Body.

The importance of home learning

We believe that home learning can contribute to the learning experience of our children. We aim to help parents and children to develop a partnership in the learning process.  We feel children should be encouraged to develop independence and a healthy work ethic which goes beyond the confines of school. Home learning should be conducted in a reasonably peaceful, suitable place, with an adult available to support.

Rationale

…..‘to develop the skills and attitudes that children will need for successful lifelong learning’.  David Blunkett MP

Home learning provides opportunities for families to be active partners in their children’s learning. It recognises and encourages fullest use of the resources available in the home and local community to extend and enrich children’s education. Home learning plays an important part in establishing good learning habits, adds value to work undertaken at school and encourages children to develop personal interests. 

Purposes

Home learning is organised to:

· Increase the opportunities available for learning and to raise standards;

· Feed children’s spirit of enquiry and encourage them to become confident, independent learners;

· Foster responsibility for their own learning;

· Inform, challenge and motivate children;

· Enhance communication and active partnership with the home

· Give added relevance to class work through links with life beyond school.

Guidelines

Home learning will:

· cover a wide range of learning styles;

· recognise the need to set regular age-appropriate tasks starting with first hand, supported and practical experiences, later developing more independence and self–managed learning;

· promote quality work, high standards and positive attitudes through the clear communication of school expectations by the nature and purpose of the tasks set;

· be varied and, where appropriate, differentiated, enabling children and parents to manage time and tasks for themselves;

· be planned, assessed and reported on as an integral part of school learning;

· be compatible with family life and allow time for relaxation and other interests;

· be rewarded with praise and encouragement on completion;

· sometimes involve parents, giving advice on presentation, supporting reading or perhaps testing;

Year Group Guidelines

Reception

· it is vital that a book is shared for 5 minutes (approx) on a nightly basis
· Bring in an object  -  show and tell linked to ‘sound of the week’
· Key words to learn to read and spell
Year One

· Reading practice and sharing books for 5 minutes each night
· Topic or Mathematics activity supported by parent or carer (weekly)
· Key words to learn to read and spell.
Year Two

· Reading practice and sharing books for 5–10 minutes each night
· Mathematics/English/Topic – 20 minutes (weekly)

· Spellings

Year Three and Year Four

· Reading practice/discussion each night – 5-10 minutes
· A  curriculum related activity (English, Maths or wider curriculum)– 30 minutes (yr3) 45 minutes (yr4) (weekly)
· Spellings and/or tables to learn
Year Five 

· Reading practice/discussion and/or sustained, independent, silent reading – daily 10 minutes

· 1 hour of home learning – Split between English and Maths or activities to support learning in the wider curriculum.

· Spellings or tables to learn

Year Six

· Sustained, independent, silent reading – daily 10 minutes

· 1.5 hour of home learning – English or Maths/ and any work to support learning in the wider curriculum. 

· Spellings and timetables to learn

Conclusion

Home learning is valued and contributes greatly to the development of children. On request, families will be given practical advice on how they can support their children. We have a series of ‘Learning Together’ booklets available for parents and carers. Whilst we recognise that children take part in many other extra-curricular activities, home learning is expected to be a priority.

Monitoring
Monitoring will take place as part of the school’s monitoring cycle.

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in line with the schools’ policy review schedule. 
Signed………………………………………

Date……………………

Chair of Governors
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