	St Peter’s Church of England (VA) Primary School
Parents’ forum
Tuesday 1st November 2011
 Draft MINUTES to be accepted at the next meeting
       Present:  Malcolm Elliott (ME), Gill Moger-Taylor (GMT), Julie Fletcher (JF), Jenny  , Susan Gebbie (SG), Janet Lewis (JL), Debbie Hewett (DH), Kate Wilson (KW), Rachael Evans (RE), Kate Harrison (KH)
   1.   Apologies for absence. 

Amanda Larsson-Carter, Jane Hushon, Julie Cotton
2. Minutes of the meeting of 24th May 2011
These were accepted as an accurate record of the previous meeting’s proceedings.
3.    Matters Arising 
ME asked for some history of the forum and what its remit was.  The forum was implemented by       Mrs Noden and was set up to provide a platform to seek views and opinions from parents.  Each class should have representatives who can raise issues on behalf of other parents which may affect the children and / or the school.  The forum is an open meeting and any parent can attend or if they prefer they can ask a representative to raise an issue on their behalf.  Meetings used to be held each half-term and are generally best suited to everyone in the evenings.  GMT mentioned agendae are usually sent in advance to give the representatives a chance to invite opinion from other parents.
It was agreed that the meetings would continue to be held at 19:00 and should last for no more than 90 minutes.  ME will advise the future meeting dates in a newsletter and explain the forum so that new parents can attend.

New parents are often not familiar with some of the terms used in newsletters e.g. inset days, mufti days, and it was requested that these terms be explained to new parents in newsletters.

4.  Matters from parents in the suggestion box
There were no suggestions in the box and ME will remind parents of its existence.
5.  Educational visits and costs
ME advised he had received three letters from parents concerned at the cost of the recent KS1/FSU trip to Pennywell Farm.  He confirmed the cost was partly due to the coach and partly as the school was unable to get a concession for a bulk booking.  ME sought views from parents.  Generally it was felt more advance warning should be given for trips which would allow parents to budget and discuss the trip’s viability with their children.  It was felt that some trips do not represent good value for money, for example the year 4 overnight trip two years ago.  
The children all enjoy the trips they attend but it is likely costs will increase.  ME advised he wants all trips to have educational benefit and some are extremely cost effective whilst providing the education required e.g. the Roman Soldier who visited years 3 and 4 which cost £2.50 per child.  Parents asked ME about arrangements for residentials at his previous school. At Withycombe there was only one residential and that was for year 6 children and those who chose not to attend had a week of more similar activities.  Years 4 and 5 did not attend residentials.  Costs of trips decrease when more children attend as the share of the cost of travel reduces. It was suggested looking into combining year 6 trips with year 6 pupils from other local schools to reduce costs by increasing the attendees.  Funding is available to assist families who may not be in a position to afford sending their child through the SPSA but care needs to be taken that the parents requesting assistance receive confidentiality and that they are genuinely in need of the assistance.  
ME will seek further opinions from parents, teachers, governors and other schools and report back to the forum.

6.  Raising attainment in learning
a) Home-learning

Children and parents have given positive feedback concerning the home-learning levels.  In some classes the home-learning has not been given for the last two weeks and some consistency is needed.  Roman shields and posters that had been given as home-learning was discussed and questioned.
b) Mathematics

The maths evening was very well received but KH asked if it would be possible to host this over two different evenings for KS1 and KS2 so that parents could join in the activities and attend the talks where they had children in both key stages.
c) Feedback regarding parents evenings

Some parents felt they would benefit from being able to speak with their child’s teacher without their child being present.  It was felt that some children received benefits from hearing praise and positive feedback from their teacher, and there might be problems for some parents to arrange childcare so they could attend parent interviews.  it would be the favoured option if parents could decide if children should be present for the parents evenings.  Also it would be helpful if there could be some later time slots available for parents who work.

d) Gifted and talented provision

ME confirmed he will be organising some more enrichment opportunities for children. However, he explained that differentiated learning in all classes ensured that all abilities were being catered for and that arrangements for music and PE using specialist teachers would have a positive impact on provision.  Parents thought some work in drama would be of value to the children. Extra curricular provision was good.
7.  Website
ME advised the website is too large for the resources available to keep it updated.  He is investigating paring it down so that the information can be current and relevant.  

8.  School meals / packed lunches / Christmas dinners
ME has liaised with the kitchen concerning the standards of school meals and feels that the children now receive a large enough choice of food.  There are now three members of staff in the dining hall at all times and children seem to be enjoying school meals.  Packed lunches are now available for children who may eat their main meal in the evening and these have received good feedback.  The standard of home-made packed lunches varies and ME is keen to stress the importance of healthy eating to parents bearing in mind the current statistical information for obesity in children in the UK.

Christmas lunches will be held over three days and will be for families.  ME asked if parents felt it would be acceptable for year 6 pupils to serve to the families.  Generally it was thought this would be a good idea to give the children more responsibility.  Perhaps parents could be asked to leave a small gratuity which could go towards their leaver party?  ME advised the year 6 students had run a very successful coffee morning in aid of McMillan Cancer Trust and had enjoyed their responsibilities and performed them with great aplomb.

9.  Parent views regarding:
a) Attitudes of children to learning in school

b) Behaviour and discipline in school

c) Quality of teaching

d) Opportunities provided by the school to enrich and extend learning

Parents generally felt they were not able to comment on the quality of teaching as there is no yardstick to measure against and they are not present during the school day.  It would be useful if parents could be provided with statistics to show if their children have reached their two points of progress and RE asked if this could be provided. Parents were positive about children’s attitudes to school and learning  also behaviour and discipline
ME is looking into how progress and attainment is measured and how this might be shared with parents. Parents commented positively about the reporting via the newsletter of Y2 and Y6 end of key stage results for 2011, this was regarded as an improvement and was more transparent.
The consensus was that the school is currently providing many great opportunities to children, in particular there have been noticeable improvements in sport and music.

ME advised these questions and more will be asked by Ofsted.

10. Any Other Business
KH advised some parents of children in mixed year groups are under the impression that their children have been kept in a lower year group as they are not achieving academically.  ME advised generally children are split due to age although this is not always a factor.  Communication on why years are split and explanation of Pupil Admission Numbers would be well received by parents at the end of the academic year.

SG invited views from parents on the grounds of the school and how they can best be utilised with a view to low on-going maintenance. This was to be the main focus at the next meeting when Miss Hume would be invited.
The following dates for meetings for this academic year are 26th January, 2012, 5th March, 2012, 8th May, 2012 and 3rd July,2012. All meetings begin at 7pm and our aim is to finish at 8.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed  …………………………………………………………………
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