St Peter’s C of E Primary School and Nursery

Letters and Sounds information for parents of children in Reception

Letters and Sounds – Phase 2 (Reception)
Phase 2 builds on the rich listening activities that children would have experienced through phase one, including songs, stories and rhymes.
At the start of Reception children will be able to distinguish between speech and sounds and many will be able to blend and split up the sounds in words orally, for example, c-a-t. Some will also be able to recognise rhyme and be able to tell you a string of words that rhyme. All of these experiences are built on in phase 2 and speaking and listening activities continue.

In phase 2 your child will be learning to:
· know the names and sounds of 19 letters
· move from saying the sounds in words to recognising the letters and sounds 
· split up (segment) the sounds in a word such as c-a-t and put them back together to make the word ‘cat’ (blend).
· read keywords and be able to spell them using either using magnetic letters or writing them on paper or whiteboards.
· Read simple words and captions e.g. ‘at the park’.
You can help your child develop in each of these by trying some of the ideas below. Remember that all these activities should be fun and interactive. Smiles and praise will help develop a sense of achievement and build confidence. 
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	· Play sound lotto. Commercial sound lotto can be purchased from many children’s toy stores but making your own would be far more rewarding. You can discuss the sounds the children have learnt during the week and play lotto together. Call out a sound, can your child find it on the grid and cross it out?
· Eye spy. A simple and instant game to play when you are out walking, in the car on a journey, waiting for a bus. “Eye spy with my little eye, something beginning with the sound….”
· Sound statues. On A4 paper, write the letters your child is learning. When the music stops they have to go and stand on the sound you call out.
· Sound hunt. Hunt around the house for items beginning with the sound…
· Treasure hunt. Hide items or pictures that begin with a sound around the garden or house. Can your child find all the pictures and discover the sound they all begin with?
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	· Quick flash keywords. Write the keywords on index cards and quickly flash the card in front of them, how many can they remember.
· Keyword snap. Write the keywords on pieces of card or paper, two sets. Mix them up, hand out the cards, snap. The winner is the one with the most cards at the end.
· Musical keywords. As above with sound statues but write keywords on paper instead.

· Keyword hunt. Write the keywords on pieces of paper and go on a key word hunt. 
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	In Reception your child will be expected to match the letter to the sound at this stage.
Oral blending and segmenting form the basis for sound and letter recognition and this is an important skill to have when it comes time to read and write. Being able to hear the separate sounds within a word and then blend them back to understand that word is really important. 

Blending is a vital skill for reading. The separate sounds (phonemes) of the word are spoken aloud, in order, all through the word. For example, the adult would say c-a-t  = cat.  

Segmenting is a vital skill for spelling. The whole word is spoken aloud, then broken up into its separate sounds (phonemes) in order, all through the word. For example, the adult would say cat = c-a-t.
In Reception we segment and blend words for reading and writing and children are encouraged to do this in several ways using magnetic letters, sound cards, phonix cubes (like multilink but with sounds on each cube) sound mats and sound strips to segment and blend simple words such as ‘cat’, ‘dog’, ‘big’. We would expect most children, by the end of phase two to be able to use their knowledge of letters and sounds to blend and segment simple words for reading (as above) and also use this in their writing.

At home you may like to try one of the following activities:

· Using magnetic letters on the fridge can you make simple words together such as ‘cat’, ‘dog’, ‘big’.

· Have letters written on large pieces of paper, can you find the sounds to make the word? What other words can you make?

· Match the word to the picture. Using a range of objects and pictures can you child find the correct picture and match to the word. E.g. Picture of a dog, can they find the word ‘dog’? Sound out together d-o-g.


