STARTING SCHOOL

NURSERY
As your child joins the Nursery we hope that this will be the beginning of a long and happy association.  Our Nursery is staffed by a qualified Early Years teacher and an experienced Nursery Nurse.  We have a maximum class size of 26 children per session.  Each session will have a mix of three and four year old children.
Admissions

Our Nursery classes have three intakes each year; in the autumn term those children whose third birthday falls between 1st April and 31st August; in the spring term for third birthdays between 1st September and 31st December and at the beginning of the summer term for third birthdays between 1st January and 31st March.

As the Local Education Authority funds the Nursery, we are able to provide places free of charge.

RECEPTION
All applications for a place at St Peter’s should be made to The Local Authority (LA) which operates a timetabled co-ordinated admissions procedure for all Primary Schools in line with the government legislation.  The LA will manage the process on behalf of the school according to the scheme published each year.  The Governing Body, as the admission authority will allocate the available places in line with this policy.

                                       www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline 

HOME VISITS
During the term before your child is due to start school a teacher will also come to see you and your child at home.  We very much enjoy home visits, as they allow us to meet the children in their own environment and we find that parents and children also appreciate them.  After you have had time to digest all the information given to you on your home visit you are invited to a meeting with the headteacher and your child’s future class teacher.  A letter will also be sent to your child personally which welcomes them and gives instructions about the first day.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 

The criteria for admissions are as follows:
1. Children in Care for whom this is the nearest suitable school.
2. Children of parents who are regular basis i.e. once a month. They will be required to fill out a supplementary form for C of E VA Primary Schools, which should be sent to the Chair of Governors via the school when asked.
3. Children who have brothers and/or sisters who already attend our school at the same time of their admission.

4. Children of parents who live within the designated area.

5. Children residing in the area served by our school who have a serious, social, medical or physical condition which makes it essential that they attend St Peter’s. Written evidence will be required from a senior clinical medical officer and the child’s general practitioner or specialist showing that it would be detrimental to the child’s health not to admit him/her to the school. Details of this should accompany the initial application.
6. Other children.
St Peter’s Nursery and Primary School has a planned admission number (PAN) of 35.  As it is not possible to have more than 30 children in a Key Stage One class, it is necessary to have some mixed age classes in reception, year one and year two.  This may involve children moving up to a different class in January from reception.

Likewise in Key Stage Two if we have had to go over our 35 PAN in a year group because of appeals we may have to mix this year group with another.  It is important to state that this is a management decision.  These decisions are based on the needs of the whole school community.  Our responsibility is to all the children and we must make the most effective organisational decisions that we can.   

COMMUNICATION

Good communication between home and 

school is important in helping us to ensure 

that your child is happy at school.  Please 
feel free to visit your child’s class teacher 

after school and take the time to look at 

the displays.

We feel it is important to maintain close 


CAROUSEL LINKS
links with Carousel.  They provide our 

before and after school care as well as

wrap-around care for the local area.  

They are very important to St Peter’s 

and vice versa.
Photographs of all the children starting


THE FIRST DAYS
school are prominently displayed, so 

that we can get to know all the new 

faces and names.  Particular care is taken 

to see that each child is introduced to the 

pattern of the school day in a sensitive way.

It is tremendously helpful if they have 

attended our nursery as this makes the 

transition smooth and learning is 

uninterrupted. 







The headteacher and the reception teacher 

are normally available at the beginning and 

end of the school day to talk about how your

child is settling in.

All staff are available after school to talk about

news, events and celebrations or any concerns 

you may have.  A more formal meeting can be 

arranged after school with the class teacher or 

the headteacher.
We want the children in our school to do well, 

to achieve and to be happy, not only in school,

but in all areas of their lives.  We take an interest

in all aspects of their development.  If a problem

should arise, we will discuss this with you and 

we hope that parents will let us know of any 

concerns they have at an early stage. 

The headteacher sends out a weekly newsletter

to inform families about forthcoming events

and other matters. A copy of the latest letter 

should also be on our website and electronically
via parent mail.
Information relating to specific classes will be 

sent out by the class teacher and may be displayed

on the school notice boards.  Please read all letters

with your child and return any slips as soon as 

possible.  If you need the newsletter to be sent to 

you by tape please let us know.
ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
Please, it is essential that you contact the school if your child is going to be absent either by telephone, letter or personal contact.  If a child returns to school without an explanation for their absence we will send home a standard form requesting the reason.

HOLIDAYS
As a parent/carer you can demonstrate your commitment to your child’s education by, whenever possible, taking your holidays during the school holidays.  We recognise that it is often expensive to take a holiday during school breaks and that is why some parents may ask for term-time leave for their child.  However it is important that parents carefully consider the implications of taking their child out of school during term-time.  We will probably refuse a request for term-time leave if the child’s attendance is below 90%.  This is the same as a day a fortnight.  We will also not authorise holidays in May or September. This is due to Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) in May and the importance of your child bonding in their new class in September. It is important to remember that you need to submit a holiday form to the office before booking your holiday.

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE            If you are anxious about any aspect of your child’s education, the first step is to talk to your child’s teacher.  They will endeavour to resolve the problem, but if they are unable to do this then you may need to talk to the headteacher.  If we are still unable to resolve the problem there is a more formal procedure and you may write to the Chair of Governors.  Full details of our complaints procedure are available from the school office.
PARENTS IN SCHOOL
Parents are welcome!  We want you to be involved in the life of the school and the education of your child.  Please come and see us whenever you can.  We hope you feel the atmosphere of the school is welcoming and that you can approach us at any time.
INVOLVEMENT IN 
At the beginning of each term class

YOUR CHILD’S 
teachers will send out information of the
LEARNING AT
current term’s topics, themes and activities.  
SCHOOL
This enables you to extend these activities

at home, either in your own way or through the tasks sent home from school.

We encourage children to bring home a variety of books, which we hope you will read with them.  These books will vary in style, content and difficulty, as we want your child to develop a love of books and reading which will bring a life-long pleasure.
HELPING IN SCHOOL
If you would like to help in school, either regularly, or on an occasional basis, please come and discuss this with your child’s teacher.  You will need to have a CRB check before you can start.
CONSULTATION EVENINGS
Twice a year, parents are given an appointment with the class teacher.  Your child is encouraged to attend this interview with you.  This is an opportunity to discuss your child’s development, and to look at your child’s work and the displays in the classroom.  On the second of these meetings the teacher will set targets with you and your child in Literacy, Numeracy and Science.  In the Summer term written reports are sent out.
CURRICULUM EVENINGS
We have informal opportunities every year
with a different curriculum focus each time for parents to meet, talk and learn about the work their child is doing.
SCHOOL VISITS
We believe that educational visits enrich and reinforce the work done in the classroom.  Our wonderful location means that many short excursions can be made at no cost, but for visits further afield we do appreciate voluntary contributions.  The help of parents or other adults who can spare the time to accompany us on these occasions is essential.


In years three, four, five and six (Key Stage Two) we have a two year rolling programme of residential visits.  We can help fund these for families who are on eligible benefits and we also aim to give good notice of the visit to enable payment by instalments.
CURRICULUM
We wholeheartedly subscribe to the stated aims of the Educational Act.  These require schools to provide a balanced and broadly-based curriculum which:

a) Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of children at the school.

b) Prepares children for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life

We aim to provide all children with the means: 
· To develop enquiring minds, a lively interest in the world around them and a desire to learn, together with the confidence to express their own findings, feelings and opinions.

· To be sensitive to the emotional needs of those around them and to appreciate others’ consideration towards them.

· To be begin to acquire skills that will serve them in adult life. To be flexible thinkers and access knowledge.

· To respect others’ religions and moral values and to consider thoughtfully their own attitudes and beliefs.

· To develop their own sense of self respect and the ability to co-operate with others.

The requirements of the National Curriculum and the Every Child Matters agenda are met through integrated and subject approaches. These are outlined in each member of staff’s planning.
THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM
LITERACY
Children’s development in Literacy is considered by all staff to be of paramount importance.  We have a very wide-ranging language curriculum with close, careful monitoring and recording the progress of each child in speaking and listening, reading and writing.

READING

Key Stage One (KS1)
Children are heard to read every week by the teacher and often more by other adults.  We ask that you read/share a book every evening (some people prefer morning) for ten minutes with your child.  There is no doubt that this helps progress immensely.
Key Stage Two (KS2)
Children are encouraged to read independently and change their own books.  To read a book on their own and then change it by themselves is very good practice (especially at KS2) and is encouraging their independent learning.  There is a place for scheme/leveled books, but there is also far more to reading and the more enjoyment and choice (their own!) that they have when they are young the more likely they are to read for enjoyment when they are older.

Children may not get a guided read every week because as in accordance with the Literacy framework schools have been trained to sometimes do a guided write instead.  They will also be doing lots of reading in other ways and reading that requires far more skill than barking the print e.g. comprehension.  They will be writing answers and won’t realise that it is actually testing their reading and sometimes very hard skills such as picking up inference from the text.
The assessment of reading is continual, by

hearing readers in KS1 and by responses 
to questions at the end of KS1 and KS2.
NUMERACY
In our teaching of mathematics, we aim to create an environment in which children can acquire new skills and have fun exploring and investigating all aspects of numbers (including algebra), measurements, shape and data handling.

SCIENCE
A high priority is given to science work throughout the school.  Children are helped to develop science skills and acquire scientific knowledge by engaging in relevant, investigative activities.
In Religious Education we spend a         RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
great deal of time helping children

to formulate questions.  These 

questions concern the beauty and

meaning of our world, the children’s 

commitment to it and all aspects of

religious belief.  While our teaching

is mainly Christian-based we also 

emphasise the importance of respect

for and interest in other religions. 

INFORMATION
We aim to develop children’s

COMMUNICATION
confidence and skills in using

TECHNOLOGY
computers, interactive whiteboards,


digi-blues and digital cameras.

HISTORY
We aim to stimulate children’s curiosity about the past through a wide variety of historical experiences, ranging from using family photographs to visiting Budleigh museum. Through this the children will gain a widening historical perspective on the world around them.

The children will experience being          GEOGRAPHY
geographers by asking questions

about the world around them, distant 

places and the environment.  They will

develop a range of geographical skills

as they find answers both through 

practical observations, explorations

and through the use of a variety of

reference materials.

TECHNOLOGY
In Design and Technology children are given the opportunity to develop skills of enquiry to think independently and to increase their understanding of the environment.  The children are encouraged to discover how things work through direct experience and to design, construct and evaluate products which perform a practical and specific function.
The children participate in
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
gymnastics, dance, invasion games,

athletics, outdoor activities and 

swimming.  We aim to encourage

children to develop skills which will

help them to manage their bodies,

be creative and work with other 

children.  We encourage healthy 

lifestyles at every opportunity and

regular exercise is one way of 

achieving this.

MUSIC
Music is a passion of the headteacher and the children are encouraged to enjoy and appreciate all types from classical to rap!  All children are involved in composing, performing and listening to music from different periods of history and cultures.

ART
Every child at the school takes part in a wide range of art, craft and design activities, working both individually and co-operatively.  We also feel it is important for children to appreciate and evaluate other artist’s work, both past and contemporary and to examine their own responses to it.
P.S.H.E. may be defined as all 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND
those aspects of the curriculum
HEALTH EDUCATION
which contribute to the personal

and social development of the

children.  We aim to cultivate 

awareness of and respect for both

the environment and the people 

within it.  We teach the children to

understand that their school, it’s 

grounds and its facilities should 

always be used in a careful and 

caring way and we extend this 

teaching to the wider community.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
We are committed to an equal-opportunities policy for all members of the school.  This means that each individual is treated with the same care and consideration regardless of ability, disability, culture, gender, social circumstances, ethnic origin or religion.
At St Peter’s there are children of 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
all abilities, some who may have

special educational needs

(physical, intellectual or emotional)

We believe that they can only achieve

their full potential if they are 

strongly supported by school, home 

and outside agencies.  If you wish to

know more about special educational

provision in school please speak to 

the headteacher.
Our Gifted and Talented Provision

What does ‘gifted’ and ‘talented’ mean?

‘Gifted’

Special ability in one or more academic subjects such as Maths, English, Science, Modern Foreign Languages, Humanities or Information and Communication Technology.

‘Talented’ 

Special ability in Art, Music, Drama, Physical Education or other subjects.

‘Gifted and Talented’

All rounders. Ability in a wide range of subjects.

How are children identified as gifted and/or talented?

We use a variety of methods to assess the needs of all pupils and to identify our gifted and talented pupils.

At St. Peter’s School our Gifted and Talented register is divided into the following categories (These categories are based on the Howard Gardner seven intelligences)
:

      General High Achiever

      English/ linguistic/verbal/dramatic

      Mathematical/Spatial/Logical/Numerical

      Art/Design/Creativity

      Music/Musical/Rhythmic talent

      Science/Technology/Practical ability

      PE/Dance/Physical Sporting Ability

      Interpersonal/Organisational/Leadership.
 
As children’s learning is often in spurts, your child may come on and possibly off our Gifted and Talented register, at times throughout their school career. Their progress will be monitored and reviewed regularly, the results of which will be fed back to parents via parents’ evenings or meetings with the G and T Co-ordinator. Provision for the Gifted and Talented is met through our classroom provision. We inform parents of courses run by the South West Gate/ South West Excellence Hub that may be of interest to our Gifted and Talented pupils and run challenge afternoons in school for our KS2 Gifted and Talented pupils on a termly basis.

How are the children identified as gifted and/or talented?

We use a variety of methods to assess the needs of all pupils and to identify their gifted and talented pupils. 
*Standardised tests (SATS)

*Teacher assessments in specific subject areas.

*Observations or information provided by external agencies.

*Performance during enrichment and/or extra curricular activities.

How is challenge created for our pupils? 

At St. Peter’s School our aim is to stimulate, challenge, encourage and support all our pupils.
By Task
Where activities are broken down into a number of tasks, pupils could begin their work at a higher level, be given more challenging content or be given the chance to decide what they are going to study “must/should could” approach.
By Outcome
More detailed and sophisticated answers are expected from some pupils. This works well with open-ended tasks.

By Resource
Different types of materials are used.


By Dialogue 
Higher order questioning and thinking can be employed here.

By Support
Teaching Assistants can provide additional support for pupils.
By Pace
Can be faster of slower, depending on what the desired outcome is. Opportunities for review/evaluation are used.

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
As a school we meet every day to worship.  On these occasions children are active participants, celebrating and exploring different themes.  The Reverend  Charles takes collective worship every Monday morning and we have regular visits from Reverend Frogatt and Pastor John.  Parents who wish to withdraw their child from collective worship or Religious Education may do so.

This is an ongoing programme                   SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS
Closely linked to the PSHE                         EDUCATION
curriculum it deals with 

friendships, changes and growing 

up issues commencing in Reception.  

Parents are invited to a viewing 

of the programme and may 

withdraw their children if they

wish.  The child will ‘help’ in

another class with as little fuss

as possible.

EXTRA CURRICULAR


ACTIVITIES
These include football, netball, tag-rugby, circuits, cross-country skipping, choir, The Quest Club, puzzles, origami, German, The Grid Club (ICT), Huff and Puff and Shake Awake. 
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